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Exhibition of Jordi Casañas, "The virtue of nothingness" in the Gallery El quadern robat. Photo: Jordi Play.

Jordi Casañas. Photography as a 
hoax. 

Dec. 08, 2019Ramon Casalé Soler

Five years ago, the gallery El quadern robat was opened, 
directed by Anna Belsa, with a collective exhibition entitled  
A change of air. The photograph of the invitation was made 
by Jordi Casañas, where a solitary sunbed was seen in a 
garden, as if waiting for someone to stretch. Now, to 
celebrate the ephemeris, it shows the exhibition La virtut  
del no-res / The virtue of nothingness, through 13 
photographs of the same artist. All images are made with 
digital printing on paper, except one on aluminum, where  
it combines black and white with color. The edition ranges 
between 3 and 5 copies plus the artist's proof. The oldest  
piece corresponds to 2016. 

Jordi Casañas 

La virtut del no-res / The virtue of nothingness. Photograhs 

El quadern robat gallery. Barcelona 
Until February 1, 2020

Jordi Casañas (Barcelona, 1969) works as a documentary 

photographer for public and private entities. He has been trained 

in the Photographic Specialization Classroom and in the IEFC 

(Institute of Photographic Studies of Catalonia). He was a finalist 

for the 2016 Street Photography Awards. His first individual show 

in 2007, the Can Felipa Cultural Center in Barcelona. In 2013, he 

was commissioned by the Barcelona City Council to photograph 

the Encants Vells before they moved to the new location of the 

Glòries Square. 
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El Temps de les Arts, Dec 8, 2019. Jordi Casañas. La fotografia com a engany (in Catalan)                                                                 el quadern robat, Jordi Casañas ‘The virtue of nothingness’ 2019                          

Jordi Casañas. Incoming 2018.

Es is the second time he exhibits in El quadern robat, since in 2015 

he exhibited 21 photographs. Marta Teixidó saw "Some suggestive 

images, which bet on the intellectual game with the viewer, in a 

direct and at the same time intriguing way". I agree with this 

comment, since the artist is interested in showing a di!erent 

version of reality than usual with a series of hidden messages. In 

2016 he exhibited at the Eurostars BCN Design Hotel the Barcelona 

series, where he showed images of the city in which the characters 

that appeared were on their backs, as if they wanted to remain 

anonymous, although in reality they were already anonymous. 

Exhibition of Jordi Casañas, "The virtue of nothingness" in the El quadern robat 
Gallery. Photo: Jordi Play. 

Now in The virtue of nothingness, we contemplate a series of  

photographs where urban images arise, where the protagonist is 

the visual game, or what is the same, the double meaning of  

things although, comparatively with previous works, the anecdote 

is in a background In fact, his work has a strong philosophical 

component such as his interest in the nihilist thinker, the  

Romanian Emil Cioran, who pointed out that "the fact that life has 

no meaning is a reason to live, the only one in reality”. 

Jordi Casañas. The virtue of nothingness 2019.

The work that welcomes the exhibition is The virtue of nothingness 

(2019), which is possibly the most conceptual and synthetic of all, 

since it consists of photographing a paper attached to the  wall,  

where several wrinkles appear. Visually there seems to be texture,  

but it really isn't. This apparent roughness also emerges at Event 

Horizon (2019), where the MAPFRE towers and the Hotel Arts stand  

out from the rest of the buildings that accompany them. On the left 

side of the photograph, a piece of paper torn from a supposed poster  

is noticed as a grattage.  The white that appears contrasts with the 

black and gray of the rest of the composition that makes the viewer 

look more closely at this detail. 

In Clean landscape (2017), you see a hand that is cleaning a glass 

and a garden is perceived in front. It seems to be cleaning the 

landscape directly, without glass. Casañas points out that “my 

photographs arise from a preconceived idea transformed  

into an accident". The idea of the absurd is evident in the 

Incoming piece (2018), where two gloves are seen upside down on 

a table. They are impossible gloves since the user cannot use  

them in this way. There is another work that demonstrates  

once again the double reading of his proposals, as is the case  

with Window balls (2017), where a group of balls are engraved  

on a surface, which in reality are only their tracks.

Jordi Casañas. Blue Monday 2019.

On the other hand, in Blue Monday (2019), the artist shows a blue 
cityscape, where only a building and cars can be seen with some  

difficulty. The image is made from inside another building through  

a blue tinted glass, just like the shops that are under construction  

and do not want to see what happens inside. Truly from the outside  

you can't see anything and instead from the inside we can observe  

everything that happens on the street. There is another piece  

in which color also acquires prominence, as is the case of  

Metamorphopsia III (2019). It represents a red car where the trees  

of the street in which it is parked are reflected. The reflections are 

 produced on the glass of the car and on the hood. Casañas wanted  

to make a kind of visual game, hence the metamorphopsia title,  

referring to the distortion of the image, where undulations of the  

lines that should be straight are perceived, as well as the shapes  

and dimensions of things are distorted.

Jordi Casañas. Moebius 2018.

The piece No poster 09 (2018) suggests that weare faced with a 

collage on a white background, but really what it represents is 

what you don't usually see. It is a wall of any building where  

there has been before a sign that, after tearing it o!, marks of 

adhesive tape, traces of paper, damp spots or the same paint that 

has come o! appear. About Moebius (2018), it is a tribute to the 

mathematician and astronomer German August Möbius, who 

discovered the tape that bears his name, where a non-orientable 

two-dimensional surface is single-sided and single-edged. And 

that is precisely what can be observed in this work, where you  

can see a crooked bicycle wheel reminiscent of the Möbius belt  

or band.  

Jordi Casañas. Banlieue 2019.

The work Banlieue (2019) refers to the areas or suburbs near the 
big cities, so it shows a building where the balconies and the air  

conditioners stand out, which, if we look at them from afar, look  

like eyes that are watching us. In the middle of the image an area  

appears in which a piece of building has been torn off, but since  

it is a photograph or a poster, it is simply a piece of paper. Once  

again the artist plays with the imagination of the viewer. And  

finally, in Untitled (2016), we see an open book, although it looks  

more like a totally wrinkled and dirty telephone book on the  

ground. The passage of time, old age and loneliness that this  

photograph shows indicates that, despite everything, the letters  

endure. In summary, it can be affirmed that Jordi Casañas'  

photographs "come from the critical distancing generated by his  

way of seeing the world". A world full of events that, although  

superficial, for him mean new ways of expressing his thoughts  

and concerns, especially from an existentialist and nihilistic side,  

where the ideas of Kirkegaard and Cioran have much to do.
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Exhibition of Jordi Casañas, "The virtue of nothingness" in the El quadern robat 
Gallery. Photo: Jordi Play. 

                                  Degree in Geography and History, specialized in Art History, from  
                                 the University of Barcelona (1985). Master of Museology and 
                                 Heritage Management (1998). Diploma in Appraisal, Cataloging and  
                                 Expertization of works of art, by the Escuela Superior de Anticuarios 

                                 (2006). Member of ACCA, AICA and ICOM. Head of art section of Las nueve 
musas (Madrid), critic of Arteporexcelencias (Havana), Bonart (Girona), L’Independent de Gràcia 
(Barcelona), Bulletí Soc. Cat. d’arqueologia (Barcelona) and El Temps de les Arts ( Valencia).
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